
From: Hillary Gitelman
To: Karl Heisler; Jillian Feyk-Miney
Cc: Crescentia Brown; Play Ball
Subject: Bar Pilots Contact RE: Turning Basin Use and Concerns about Potential Conflicts and Lighting
Date: Thursday, February 21, 2019 10:22:41 AM

Hi Jill and Karl:
 
I spoke to Dave McCloy, Vice President, of the Bar Pilots Association this morning.  He is filling in for
Captain Joseph Long, Port Agent and President, who signed the letter we received in response to the
NOP, which means he is manning the Port agent’s phone at 415 393-0450 and the email
portagent@sfbarpilots.com.
 
Dave said it would take a lot of work to provide a data set about use of the turning basin in Oakland’s
Inner Harbor, but provided some explanations and observations as follows:
 

·         The turning basin is used 24/7 and there is very little season change, because the Port of
Oakland is pretty steady.  He said every ship that comes into the Inner Harbor has to be
turned, whether on arrival or departure, although there are some exceptions for tiny ships
(maybe one per week). 

 
·         In terms of time of day, he said some of the largest ships can’t be turned between midnight

and 5AM because of potential risks based on fatigue, and there tends to be an uptick in
activity at some times of day based on ILWU labor schedules, specifically from 3 to 8 AM and
from 4 to 9PM. 

 
·         For example, in the evening today, there will be one ship, the MSC Trieste, departing berth

59 and turning at  6 or 6:30 PM unless something changes.  Tomorrow there will be two
ships turning around 5AM and two at around 6PM.  I said I might watch the Trieste this
evening and Dave suggested I call the dispatcher at 415- 393-0457 to confirm that the
Trieste is on schedule, since schedules are always changing. 
 

·         The Trieste is an example of a large ship – it’s 1200 feet long – and turning a ship like this
can take about 30 minutes, because it’s very slow. Two to four tug boats involved depending
on size of ship.

 
·         Dave said conflicts with kayaks are not a problem now, but turning a ship near the Giant’s

ballpark would be a big problem.   He also said that conflicts with pleasure boats happen all
the time and the pilots have to try and get ahold of them (to get them to move) or make
modifications to their procedure to avoid them.  Pilots can also use one of the tug boats to
chase someone out of the way, but that take one of their assets off the job at hand, which is
problematic.  He said the pilots are trained to deal with environmental conditions (currents,
weather, wind, fog), and that pleasure boats are the wild card. 

 
·         By contrast, Dave said that ferry operators are great at avoiding conflicts – “they move fast

and can get around us.”  The same goes for commercial/charter fishermen and Coast Guard
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vessels. 
 

·         The height and intensity of lighting associated with the ballpark are of concern to the pilots. 
Dave said that existing lights at the Port are just about rights for us and allow us to see the
“range lights” (also referred to as day marks or day beacons) in the water and on the piers
that the pilots use as tools when they make the turns.  The pilots also use visual landmarks,
for example, Dave uses the alligator sign at Schnitzer, the Mormon Temple in the hills, and
the flag pole at Jack London Square.  He recalled that the lighted billboard near the Bay
Bridge was a big issue for the pilots guiding ships in the Outer Harbor until the brightness
was turned down.

 
I said I’d call Dave back if we had further questions and if we needed the actual data for 2018 –
hopefully the Marine Exchange will come through with the data at a reasonable price/time.  Please
let me know if you think of something else I should ask the Bar Pilots.
 
Hillary
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